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Dear Robert, 

TMBC has submitted its response to the White Paper consultation and we look forward 
with great interest to seeing the responses of other interested parties and the 
Government’s responses. 

We wanted to take the opportunity on behalf of our Members and their constituents 
who have contacted them about this to raise in more detail our concerns about the 
proposals around decision making. These raise fundamental concerns for us about the 
potential for democratic deficit to occur when the involvement of the community and 
their democratically elected representatives is front loaded through the revised Local 
Plan process. In the proposed growth zones, once they’ve been designated and design 
codes, which we believe should absolutely be decided at a local level, are set, there 
will be little further involvement. This cannot be right; communities change and evolve 
over time and whilst having a planning framework in place is crucial to guide 
development, the individual scheme proposals and their potential impact on the local 
environment are not something that can be fully considered some years in advance. 

We fully support the general principle of streamlining planning processes wherever 
possible and would support measures to ensure that all parties in the planning process 
are held to agreed timescales. However, the focus of the current proposals is solely on 
the role of Local Planning Authorities can play in that and does not consider the fact 
that there are a significant number of approved planning permissions, both in our local 
area and nationally, that simply have not been implemented by the applicants. 
Although some of these can be attributed to issues such as infrastructure provision, it 
is our strong assertion that unless the development industry is required not only to 
commence but complete schemes within certain timescales, market forces and the 
supply of experienced tradespeople will continue to result in a slow supply of sites 
delivered to maintain house prices and financial returns on schemes. 
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